
 
 
Goals: 

● to cover 6-8 artists over two day period, filling in lecture note sheets as we go. 
● Thursday, to fill in grid as way to review for Friday test. 
● Thursday, to play sound bites and see how well they can identify artist and genre. 
● Artist, DOB, genre, unique facts, songs are facts to know. 
● Friday: may use all notes to identify sound bites. Fill in grid for all facts on each artist. 

 
Hook: Scott Joplin: Genre: Ragtime, 1868- 1917 (play 1st strain of Maple Leaf Rag live) 
[00:03-00:40) He was first significant AA composer. His father was a former slave, and his 
mother a free born African American. He was born 2nd of six children, just after the Civil War 
ended. Music in the African American communities to that point were work songs, gospel 
hymns, spirituals, and dance music. This music was not written down, but passed down as 
people heard and sang them in the fields, in church, or at barn dances.  
Song 2: The Entertainer [00-00:50] (featured in Academy award movie The Sting 1973)  
Historical significance: Ragtime was the genre that led to jazz and swing.  
 
Louis Armstrong: Genre: Jazz, 1901-1971 Jazz is the genre that was founded solely by AA and 
led to Swing, Soul, R & B, then Rock. He was born and raised in New Orleans. His nickname 
was “Satchmo” because his friends said his face was a Satchel, [bag,] mouth when he played 
and puffed his cheeks out. He is known for his gravelly voice and great trumpet skills. He is 
considered a legend in the jazz world. His career spanned five decades, going through several 
periods of the jazz genre. 
Song: What a Wonderful World (vocals),[00:05-01:00] 
 Struttin with some BBQ (trumpet). [01:41-02:02] 
 
Ray Charles: Soul/R&B 1930-2004 Song: Hit the Road Jack,[00:24-01:23]  
What’d I Say [01:00-02:15] 
He combined R&B, soul, blues, gospel, country, jazz, pop and rock and roll. He started with 
classical piano training at an early age. He lost his sight at 7. His mother was a teenage orphan 
sharecropper. He learned to play music at a Florida school for deaf and blind. At 14, his mother 
died, and he traveled around playing music as a career. In What’d I Say, listen for 12 bar blues 
form (demonstrate) 
 
Aretha Franklin: gospel, soul “Queen of Soul” 1942 - present 
She began singing gospel at New Bethel Baptist Church in Detroit, where her father preached. 
Her first album was released when she was 14 (Songs of Faith). She has several hit songs and 
albums, and is one of the best-selling musical artists of all time, selling 75 million records 
worldwide. First female in Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. She is also in UK Music Hall of Fame, 
and GMA Gospel Music Hall of Fame. She has won 18 Grammy Awards. 
Songs: RESPECT [01:36-02:20] and Chain of Fools [00:54-01:41] 
 



Michael Jackson: Pop/Rock 1958 - 2009 began with Jackson Five, which was he and his 4 older 
brothers. He also had 3 sisters. His parents were both musicians. Like Ray Charles, he crossed 
many genres: Pop, Rock, Soul, R&B, funk, and disco. In 1984, he was presented an award from 
President Ronald Reagan for his support of charities which help with alcohol and drug rehab. At 
the height of his popularity when he died in 2009 at the hand of his doctor, he was the best 
selling music artist. Thriller was his best selling album of all time, with over 66 million sales. He 
is in Guinness World Records as Most Successful Entertainer of all Time, AND supporting the 
most charities (39) of any entertainer. He has the most American Music Awards of any other 
artist, (26). He is also the King of Music Videos.  
One of his most known songs, Beat It,  [00:45-02:22] was also parodied by Weird Al Yankovic, 
as “Eat It”  
In Man in the Mirror: [00:06-01:36] listen for characteristic vocal “ugh” sounds 
 
Whitney Houston: Pop 1963 - 2012 Whitney is the most awarded female musical act of all time, 
selling over 200 million records, many of them gold, platinum, or diamond certification [½ million 
$ sales = gold, platinum = $1 million, diamond = $10 million; by Recording Industry Association 
of America] In 1989, Houston formed The Whitney Houston Foundation For Children, a 
non-profit organization that has raised funds for the needs of children around the world. The 
organization cares for homelessness, children with cancer or AIDS. Houston was the most 
awarded female artist of all time, according to Guinness World Records, with two Emmy 
Awards, six Grammy Awards, 30 Billboard Music Awards, 22 American Music Awards, among a 
total of 415 career awards as of 2010. She held the all-time record for the most American Music 
Awards of any female solo artist. She perfected melisma: carrying several notes over one 
syllable. Vocals and piano, acting.  
 
Kirk Franklin: urban contemporary gospel (“Reigning King of Urban Gospel” -Variety) 1970 - 
present. He is known for leading urban choirs. Gifted child musician. Started piano at 4, and 
directing church choir at 12. His many awards include 12 Grammy Awards. He leads choirs, and 
as the “hype man”, interjects words as choir sings. He also plays piano with them sometimes.  
 
Tupac Shakur: hip hop/rap 1971- 1996 rapper born Lesane Parish Crooks in Manhattan.  He 
started rapping in school, and was known as MC New York. He took Tupac Shakur in 1972 after 
Tupac Amaru II, 18th century revolutionary in Peru who led an uprising against Spanish rule. 
Many people in his life were involved in the Black Liberation Army, and were sent to 
prison, including his mother. His album 2Pacalypse Now, inspired other rappers like 
Eminem and Game. His song: Trapped is about violence in black males lives as a result 
of all the pressures they have on them from police brutality. Dear Mama is a tribute to 
his mother who raised him by herself.  
 
Without Tuesday, plan on limit of 10 minutes for each artist. To go over songs, discuss 
unique-ness, fill in information. (=90 minutes: 50 on Wed. 40 on Thurs max) 



Remainder of Thursday to quickly play sound bites that will be on test and identify in small 
group, then as class. (10 minutes) 
 
 


